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Muslims, however, have a keenly practical,
political common sense, as far as the interests of
Islam are concerned, and they are likely to stand
together when so much is at stake, not only in India
itself, but also in Egypt and the Near East. Mustafa
Kemal Ataturk has his own reasons for guarding
against any further advance of Italy eastward, which
are as strong as those that are held in other parts
of the Islamic East.
Among the deeply religious Musalmans of India,
who hold fast to the old traditions of their religion,
there had existed from time immemorial a firm
foundation of friendship with Ethiopia reaching
back to their own scriptures. For when the Prophet,
Muhammad, had been persecuted almost beyond
human endurance, he sent the wives and children
of his own followers, under escort, to that country;
and the king of the land had received them with
generous hospitality and thus helped the Prophet
in his greatest hour of need. The story is told that
when an embassy came afterwards from Ethiopia,
the Prophet of Islam insisted on serving water and
food with his own hands. When some of his followers
murmured, he made the noble reply:
"When I was in distress, they came to my aid.
Now it is my turn to serve them."
The important thing to note is that Great Britain
is not regarded as in any way the disinterested
champion of Abyssinia against Italian aggression.
Rather, it is assumed, that she has acted all along
from selfish motives, because her own position in